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UNCLAS PARIS 07844 

E. O. 1 1652 N/A 
TAGS: BEXP.FR 

SUB J : PROPOSED AMERICAN FOOTWEAR INDUSTRIES ASSOCIATION 
( AFIA) TRADE MISSION 

REF: (A) STATE 047047; (B) PARIS A-10;(JAN 10, 1978) 

(C) PARIS A-61,(FEB 28, 1978) 

1 . BELOW ARE OUR RESPONSES TO POINTS RAISED IN PARA 6 
OF REFTEL: 

(A) VIA REFAIRS WE SUBMITTED OUR MARKET RESEARCH ON 
THE PROSPECTS FOR US EXPORTS OF FOOTWEAR TO FRANCE. 

WE CONCLUDED THAT: "IMPORTS OF FOOTWEAR FROM THE UNITED 
. STATTES, ALTHOUGH INCREASING, STILT. REPRESENT ONLY 0.3 
PERCENT OF TOTAL FRENCH IMPORTS. IT IS UNLIKELY THAT 
DEMAND FOR US FOOTWEAR WILL INCREASE SUBSTANTIALLY 
IN THE NEXT FEW YEARS." THUS. WE ARE NOT SANGUINE THAT 
THE PROPOSED EXPLORATORY TRADE MISSION WILL MEET WITH 
MUCH SUCCESS IN FRANCE. 

(B) IF THE WEIGHT OF OPINION DICTATES THAT THE 
MISSION SHOULD VISIT PARIS, WE SHALL, OF COURSE, 

PROVIDE AS MUCH ASSISTANCE AS POSSIBLE. IN THIS REGARD, 

WE ARE UNCERTAIN AS TO WHAT "EXTENSIVE STAFF SUPPORT" 
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IMPLIES. PLEASE CLARIFY. IN ANY EVENT, WE WOULD NEED 
TO HIRE OUTSIDE INTERPRETERS(AT APPROXIMATELY $50 
PER DAY) IN SUFFICIENT NUMBERS TO ASSIST THE NON-FRENCH 
SPEAKING MISSION MEMBERS. 

(C) THE SEPTEMBER 26-28 TIME FRAME SUGGESTED IS NOT 
IDEAL IF THE MISSION WISHES TO USE THE FACILITIES OF 
THE PARIS IMC WHICH IS NOT TARGETED TO OPEN UNTIL 
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OCTOBER 2. IMC PARIS WOULD BE WILLING TO FEATURE THE 
TRADE MISSION UPON ITS OPENING, E.G., OCTOBER 2-4, IF 
THE MISSION S ITINERARY CAN BE SO ADIUSTED. IF THE 
ITINERARY CANNOT BE CHANGED OR IF THE TARGET DATE FOR 
THE IMC OPENING CAN NOT BE MET, FUNDS WOULD NEED 
TO BE AUTHORIZED FOR RENTAL OF OTHER APPROPRIATE 
PREMISES. 

(D) APPROPRIATE HOTEL ACCOMODATION WILL BE AVAILABLE. 

2. COMMERCIAL ACTIVITY WINDS DOWN IN FRANCE END JUNE 
AND DOES NOT PICK UP UNTIL MID-SEPTEMBER. THERFORE, 

WE STRONGLY SUGGEST THAT THE ADVANCE WORK FOR THE 
MISSION TAKE PLACE NO LATER THAN END MAY IF WE EXPECT 
TO LINE UP APPORPRIATE APPOINTMENTS FOR THE MISSION 
MEMBERS. 

HARTMAN 
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